
Pinewood Elementary School September 15, 2023

Pinewood Updates 
It was wonderful to welcome our students and their 
families to school last week!  We have several new 
families who have joined our Pinewood school 
community – welcome!  We look forward to getting 
to know you and your children better over the 
course of the school year. We are starting the year 
with 355 students spread into 15 divisions.  Staff are 
excited to get underway with a year filled with 
inspiring educational experiences, and we look 
forward to working together with you to support our 
students this year! 

Sincerely,  
Ms. T. Doukas.   Ms. S. Hodgins 

Parent Connect 
Please be sure to check Parent Connect to update 
your personal information, emergency contacts and 
to provide permission for such items as: walking field 
trips, fruit and veggie programs, Google apps 
permission for students, and photos.  If you require 
support accessing Parent Connect, please see the 
instructions available on our school website, or call 
Mrs. Verma in the school office. 

Toonies for Terry 
We will be collecting ‘Toonies for Terry’ all of next 
week as we get ready for our annual Terry Fox Run. 
On Thursday, September 21, students will be taking 
part in a short assembly, then exiting the school for 
the Terry Fox Run.  Primary students will run around 
the perimeter of the school first, with intermediate 
students cheering them on. Intermediate students 
will start their run when the primaries are done.  

Be Kind Be Safe Be Fair

This Week’s 
Important Dates 

Mon., Sept. 18 - Safety Day 

Wed., Sept. 20 - Individual 
Photos (AM) 

Wed, Sept. 20 - 5:00-6:00pm: 
Open House 

Thurs., Sept. 21 - Hot Lunch 
Day 

Thurs., Sept. 21 - Terry Fox Run 

Fri., Sept. 22 - Non-
Instructional Day (School 
closed for students) 

PINEWOOD COMMUNITY POST 
Working as a team to guide, support and challenge children within a safe and caring school community.
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Parents are invited to also line the perimeter of the 
school to cheer on our students.  The assembly will 
begin at 1:45pm.  There will be limited seating 
available for families, as well as standing room for 
those who wish to attend.  The assembly portion will 
be complete between 2:00-2:15, so parents who 
wish to watch can be ready to cheer students on at 
that time. 

Traffic and Safety Reminders 
Traffic around our school can be very busy before 
and after school.  Please note the speed limit of 
30km/hr that is in place.  The safety of our students is 
most important, and I would ask families who drive 
to school to leave a little earlier, to slow down, and 
to be mindful of pedestrian traffic.  

For those who walk to the front of the school for 
drop off and pick up, please note that students are 
not permitted to cross through traffic from the 
friendship circle.  Please model how to access the 
school property safely from the sidewalks at the east 
and west corners of the driveway. 

Together with the school district and our PAC, we 
are discussing traffic safety issues that have arisen 
during drop off and pick up times and we are 
working towards a safer experience for staff and 
families.  We will be sharing more information soon 
about changes in the front driveway area.  

Open House 
On Wednesday, September 20, we will be 
opening our doors to families from 5:00-6:00pm.  
Please drop in to visit your child’s classroom, and 
to meet the classroom teacher.  Families may 
access the school through the exterior 
classroom doors, or through the front office 
doors.  Our PAC will also be hosting an 
information table, where you can ask questions 
and say hello to some of our PAC executive.   

*Please note that this is an informal event, and 
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Upcoming Events 

Mon., Sept. 26 - 6:00pm PAC 
meeting 

Fri., Sept. 29 - Orange Shirt 
Day 

Mon., Oct. 2 - National Day 
for Truth and Reconciliation 
(School closed) 

Mon., Oct. 9 - Thanksgiving 
Day (School closed) -  

Tues., Oct. 17 - 2pm dismissal 
for parent conferences 

Wed., Oct. 18 - 2pm 
dismissal for parent 
conferences 

Fri., Oct. 20 Non-Instructional 
Day (School closed for 
students) 

Thank you! 

For sending students to 
school with a full water 
bottle, lunch and snack 
each day! 

For updating information in 
Parent Connect! 
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teachers will not be providing information on student progress. Parent 
Conferences will take place on October 17 and 18 and parents will be notified 
about how to book appointments. 

Medication for Students 
If your child has any serious allergies or medical conditions, and/or needs to 
have access to medication such as an inhaler or epipen at school, there is a 
form that needs to be completed each year.   Please contact our school 
administrative assistant, Mrs. Verma for more information.  

Dressing for the Weather 
Our students will be heading outside for recess and lunch throughout the school 
year. Please ensure that your child is dressed for the weather to go out to 
play. Please expect that students will go out for recess and lunch, unless there is 
extreme weather. 

Changes in K-12 Student Reporting 
To support students as they gain skills and knowledge for the future, school districts 
will update their kindergarten through Grade 9 student progress reporting to align 
with curriculum modernization that started in 2016. For more information, please visit: 
• K-12 Student Reporting One Pager for Parents and Caregivers 
• K-12 Student Reporting Presentation for Parents and Caregivers 
• https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023ECC0051-000985 

Science World - Free Opportunity for Families 
On Friday, September 22, admission to Science World is free for the Tech-Up 
Showcase.  This event focuses on making STEAM subjects—science, technology, 
engineering, art & design, and math—accessible to everyone, regardless of your 
experience level.  Please see the link for more information  https://
www.scienceworld.ca/event/tech-up-showcase/ 

Individual Student Photos 
Please see the information below about how to get ready for individual photo day 
on Wednesday, Sept. 20. 
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https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/reporting/K-12-student-reporting-one-pager-for-parents-and-caregivers.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023ECC0051-000985
https://www.scienceworld.ca/event/tech-up-showcase/
https://www.scienceworld.ca/event/tech-up-showcase/
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